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Abstract
The family is the basic unit of the society where individuals can get knowledge, economic support and recreation. Over the years, family structures, concept, and functioning have changed. The contemporary family does not take the traditional structure where the father was the breadwinner, and the mother was that caretaker. Families have been affected by different issues including them, family and divorce. Over the years the rate of marriages has decreased; people have shifted into cohabiting which has later increased number of single parents in the United States. Individuals are delaying marriages, some of them unwilling to get into the commitment. Nowadays, women have become independent and thus feel key raising children alone: Thus affecting the family structure. Marriages have faced feminist criticism where the union is seen to oppress the woman. We need to find the best strategy to improve our marriages. Even in England, the number of marriages has decreased. It shows that over the coming twenty years, the number of married couples will reduce while the number of single parents increases.
Introduction
The family is the most basic unit that makes the society.  A family has many significant roles in the community where individuals in the families have different responsibilities that define the wellbeing of a nation.  A family is a basic unit where children are raised, communication, and friendship: This means that the wellness of a family determines positive growth of a society (Lehrer & Son, 2017). Throughout the history of humans, families have been tasked with procreation, socialization, protection economic support, and recreation. Over the years, things have changed where technology and movement have changed the way a family functions. One of the issues that have affected families in our society is the issue of marriage and divorce (Cherlin, 2010). In the comparison between the traditional family and the contemporary family, it is clear that marriage and divorce have affected the concept, structure, and functioning of a family. This paper focuses on determining on the trends in the issue of marriage and divorce as it affects the contemporary family.
Firstly, it is important to note that there is a change in the way a family is defined today as compared to the past; therefore, this gives us the traditional family and the contemporary family. A traditional family can be described as the one where the structure is composed of a father, mother and the children; in this case, the father and the mother are male and female respectively. In this structure, the mother is expected to be submissive to the father and children to both the parents.  The traditional family is mostly viewed as the perfect family as it preserves the culture and allows the children to grow together with the two parents (Cherlin, (2010). In other words, the kids can enjoy the roles of the father as well as their mother as they live in the same house. A contemporary or a modern family seems to differ from the traditional family as it may take different structures.
Nowadays, changes in our society have resulted in different forms of families which oppose traditional families. If we look at our communities, it is evident that we have families composed of a single mother and children, gay parents with children and also individuals who are just cohabiting (Haag, 2016). All these relationships are considered as families. However, the roles and responsibilities are differentiated as seen in the traditional family where the father is the financial provider and the mother performs the family chores (Cherlin, 2010). In the modern families, there is no standard structure in the relationships; nowadays both parents happen to be working, in single-parent families, the mother or the father has to take all the responsibilities and take care of the family: In gay marriages, their structure is even more complicated. Changes in the formation of families can be attributed to the issue of marriage and divorce. The society has lost its sense of promoting marriages and thus leading to separation and lack of interest into the commitment.
In contemporary American families, the number of parents with children and unmarried has increased from 7% in the year 1968 to 25% (Livingston, 2018). However, the profiles of these parents have also changed: Single mothers, raising at least one child without a partner has decreased.  In 1968, 88% of unmarried parents raised their children alone without a spouse. In 1997, the share had dropped to 68%, and in 2017 the percentage of unwed single mothers was 53% (Livingston, 2018). The gradual decline in the number of unmarried solo mothers has been brought up by cohabiting among the parents. By 2007, 35% of eligible parents live with their spouse. Over twenty-five years in the UK, the number of marriages has declined by more than 30% (Livingston, 2018). The reason for the decline is a delay in marriages among the young individuals where they choose to cohabit.
It is important to note that cohabiting has put the lives of the children in great danger. The children raised by cohabiting parents are likely to experience psychological problems when the parents break up. The likelihood of cohabiting parents to break up is higher than that of married parents: This is because there is no legal binding. From our societies, it is evident that married parents are better economically than unmarried parents. The share of solo parents living in poverty is 27% as compared to their counterparts, the married parent whose percentage is 16% (Livingston, 2018). Most of the cohabiting parents are young, less educated, and also likely to have no experience in marriages. Also, cohabiting parents are likely to have more children than single parents.
The increased number of unmarried parents has also resulted in an increased number of children living with one parent. In 1968 only 9 million children in America were living with an eligible parent; this constitutes 13% of the children. By 2017, the number had increased to 24 million (32%) (Cherlin, 2010). This number is even expected to increase considering that no laws and policies are guiding the issue of cohabiting and single parenting. Also, the way the US has become increased divorce and breakups will also increase the number of children living with one parent.  An estimated assumption states that at the age of 9 20% of US children born with married parents and over 50% with cohabiting parents will witness breakups from their parents (Cherlin, 2010). 
The increased instability in marriages can be cited as the major cause for cohabiting and divorce. Approximately 53% of single parents raising their children alone and 35% of those cohabiting were once married (Livingston, 2018). From such information, it is clear that the trends in solo parenting and cohabiting are not good for society. Children experience lots of hardships during the periods of divorce and breakups. The community cannot change if we raise our children in environments where the parent figure is absent. As seen earlier, the family is the basic unit for knowledge. Therefore, unstable marriages will not deliver the best education required during the growth process. The society needs to identify the best mechanisms of dealing with the issues in marriages as they continue to affect the family structure and functions.
Decreased marriages and increased births outside marriages have increased the number of children raised by solo mothers. In 1968 only 1% of all fathers were single parents; the number has risen to 3% by 2017. Also, the number of solo mothers has also increased from 7% of all parents to 13%. And from the year 1997, the number of cohabiting parents has risen from 4% to 9% of all parents. Also, 16million of American parents without a partner live with their children of below 18 years of age. The figure has increased from 4% in 1968 and 14% in 1997. In 1970, seven in ten individuals above the age of eighteen were married. The figures have now decreased by having as a result of delayed marriages. The median age for marriage in 1968 was 23 years for men and 21 years for the female. In 2017, the median age for men is 30 for men and 27 for women (Livingston, 2018).  The individuals married during those years remained married even after ten years: this is contrary to the individuals married nowadays who get divorced after a few years of marriage.
The society may not know the problem facing them when there is an increased number of solo parents and those cohabiting. The structure of the family has been destroyed slowly by slowly. Lack of individual attention and the installation of cultural values into the life of our children have led to the destruction of our families. Also, lack of good examples has resulted in a lack of interests in getting married. Even after marriage couples are likely to divorce since the marriages have become weak (Lehrer & Son, 2017). The situation of marriage has deteriorated unnoticed due to the development and technology as individuals move around they do not have time to settle and learn from the families. Lack of individual attention from society is also a factor that has led to the destruction of the family structure as everyone is busy doing their things. Different institutions need to intervene and rescue our society because we are losing our families. Young people need to learn about marriages and the idea that come along; through this, people will be able to protect their marriage for the sake of their children and society in general.
Without strong marriages, we shall never have strong families to make a great society. As said earlier, the family is the basic unit of society; therefore, we need to solve the problems affecting our families to save our community. Children are growing in families where one parent is missing because of increased divorce and breakups. These children lack important lessons obtained from either a father or a mother. We have to accept the fact that it is essential for a child to grow in a traditional family as opposed to the contemporary family. We need perception regarding marriage and teach the children the importance of friendship. By educating the children, we shall save our societies and strengthen our marriages (Lehrer & Son, 2017).
Analysis of Feminist Criticism
Despite the significant roles that the family has to our society, marriage has faced lots of criticism. Feminism Critique of marriage has become a center of discouraging marriages especially those that follow the traditional approach where the man is seen as the head of the family.  Naturally, a man is understood to be strong while the woman gets pregnant, gives birth and raises the children. In modern days, the things have changed, and the women have gained more strength especially after the introduction of contraceptives (Burton, 2017). At the current times, the advantage the men enjoyed as women reared the children is over. Women have become independent.  The idea is that the man is the provider and the decision maker while the woman is the mother and the caretaker.  The woman is submissive in the marriage commitment. In the families, boys are taught to be brave while girls learn about home chores (Josephson, 2005).
According to the feminist critique of marriage, marriage makes a woman feel of low value; for instance, they are advised to marry a man older than them, economically stable and smart. At this point, the woman has a lower value than the man; thus, take the subordinate position in the marriage. Also, in the ceremony according to critique, it is sexist: The woman is dressed in a white gown to show sexual purity and virtue. Then her father walks her down the aisle and hands her over to another man. At this point, the woman is seen as an object of trade. Then the person ministering the event will give the man permission to kiss the bride.  Besides, men are allowed to speak during the reception while the bride sits there. In the end, the woman adopts the name of the man (Burton, 2017).
The idea of marriage according to the critique is meant to lower the value of a woman. Her freedom to make a decision is taken over by the husband. In a traditional marriage, when a woman enters into the commitment she takes the subordinate role in the family, her thoughts are not put into the account. According to feminist critique of marriage, there is no need for the commitment if the woman does not have all the rights equal to the man. In the modern family, women have gained more power since they can make their own money and work outside the homes (Josephson, 2005). The process of strengthening the woman has taken the step of criticizing the traditional role of a woman going with the slogan that ‘what man can do, a woman can do better.’ 
The feminist criticism against marriage is weak and dangerous to our societies. The individuals in the stand are never interested in making our community the right place for anyone of us including the woman they are defending (Pedro-Carroll, 2016). The allegation against the woman, some are true while others have a weak argument and we cannot use them to make conclusions. I believe that there is the way nature takes control of situations around. It is the responsibility of us human beings to make the environment favorable for us to live in. 
Criticizing marriage is not the best solution to solve the problems that women face in their marriages but will only discourage them from getting married: This is dangerous for our society, from the time the criticism started, in the 1970s the number of kids raised by single parents has increased. The children will grow up in a society hard to understand what their roles are; now that the critiques believe that marriages are for oppressing the women. All we need to do is deliver the necessary education to the youths on the way to live happily in families instead of scaring and discouraging them.
 It is good to protect the weak in society by trying to improve their conditions in the areas where they are oppressed. Saying that marriage is a place guided by feminism is ill-thought-out. Instead of criticizing marriages, and believing that a woman is oppressed in the commitment, it is necessary to carry out research and determine the stand of women in the sector. It is about the psychology of a woman and the way she perceives the environment around them. Maybe naturally, a woman feels okay being subordinate of a man. Making the female rise against their natural feeling will only compromise the role of nature. However, it will be necessary to identify the problems faced by women in marriages. We have to cite the challenges and thus deal with them specifically but defend our marriages. We need to create a favorable environment where our children can grow to be independent individuals (Lehrer & Son, 2017).
There is a need to develop policies defending both men and women in the marriages. There are some laws in place but they are not enough to protect the modern family. The issue of marriage will need special attention especially when the government is making laws and policies. Some laws governed marriages in families; despite the criticism, the traditional unions were strong with every member taking their actual responsibilities (Orgilés, 2015). Now that things have changed, it is necessary for the lawmakers to identify the key points that made families stay strong. The policies used traditionally can be improved to protect the interests of a woman in the marriage without oppressing the man. All we need to focus on is protecting our unions in a bid to raise healthy families.
The marriage trend witnessed in the US is similar to that in the United Kingdom. The number of youths willing to marry has decreased gradually in the last thirty years. Delayed marriages have increased where immigration and career have forced young people not to marry at an early age. In England, after 1999, marriages of individuals below the age of 30 have decreased gradually. The changes in marriage trends show how weak our society is weak as far as the contemporary family is concerned. Different factors have affected the perception of marriage among young people. We have lacked good examples of leading individuals into marriages. There are an increased number of divorces thus resulting in single parenting. 
Following marriage trends from the American community as well as that of other countries, it is clear that if we do not take severe measures regarding the issue, the contemporary family will continue to weaken. Over the twenty years to come there will be a vast number of solo mothers and fathers across the world. Cohabiting has become a problem where children are born outside the marriage and when the parents break up the kids are forced to live with one parent. As a society, we are losing it all with feminists and other groups criticizing the issue of marriage. Now young people feel discouraged to get married. Girls feel independent and thus cannot submit to the husband. As said earlier that family is the basic unit for education and source of good morals. We cannot be able to raise children correctly while our families are weak.  Therefore, there is a need to change and find the best strategies to implement to save marriages.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the family is the basic unit of the society where individuals get knowledge, support, and recreation. It is a place where an individual can get the necessary knowledge to help him or her survive well in the society. Over the years families have been affected by some issues, one of them being marriages. We can note some differences between the contemporary family and the traditional family. In a traditional family, the father is the head and the provider of a family while the wife is seen as the subordinate of the husband. In the contemporary family, things have changed; the woman has gained more power since the woman is allowed to work outside the home. There has been a gradual decrease in marriages and increased cohabiting: This has increased the number of single parenting. Feminism critiques have argued that marriage is meant to demean women. We need to put up policies to save marriages, or else our families will be weak. The situation at weddings is the same even in England where there is delayed marriage. Over the coming twenty years, we shall have many single parents due to unstable marriages and cohabiting. We need to strategize in the education involving family and marriage to save the society.
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